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STUDIO POLICY 2019-2020 

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of teaching you and/or your child the language of 
music! In order to make our time the most productive, I have established the following policies 
for September 2019 - August 2020. 

What is Offered: Private voice, piano, and songwriting lessons concentrating on the areas of 
technique, theory, improvisation, personal expression, as well as progression in general 
musicianship and ability. Lessons are offered at 30, 45, 60, and 90 minutes depending on age/
level.  

Student & Family Responsibilities: Students agree to arrive at each lesson well-prepared and 
with their music. To make great progress, regular quality practice is absolutely necessary. 
Practicing 4-6 days a week is recommended to see significant progress. Work to set up a daily, 
uninterrupted practice time to establish a routine. Students should work toward musical goals 
rather than simply counting minutes. (Generally speaking, students should try to practice 4-6 
days a week for 10 - 60 minutes, depending on age/level.) 

If something is happening at home or school that is affecting you/your child please let me 
know. Please err on the side of letting me know more so I can be sensitive to the needs of your 
child.  

Payment:  Tuition is a comprehensive flat monthly fee that covers your lessons, administration, 
and recital expenses. Tuition is automatically billed on the last week of the month for the 
following month through Fons. 

Studio closures along with occasional absences have already been considered in the 
formulation of tuition; therefore, tuition remains the same regardless of the number of lessons 
or events.  



If you have been on a sliding scale, please email me to discuss your rate for this year. 

If you are a bi-weekly student, your fee is half of the amount above plus an additional fee of 
$10/month.  

For the academic year (September - June) I have 37 weeks of lessons scheduled and two 
recitals. (See calendar below.)  I have factored in four “flex weeks” into tuition in case I need to 
cancel due to illness, a snow day, or other last-minute situation. If I do not need to cancel, 
these weeks are bonus/free lessons. If I do need to cancel, these lessons will not be made up 
or credited, as I have adjusted my rates to account for them.Summer lessons will be schedule a 
la carte, depending on schedule. 

Studio Breaks: There will be no lessons on the following dates. These dates are built into the 
studio calendar and tuition remains the same for these months. (See complete calendar below.) 

None of the above closures will be made up or credited, except for Halloween and 
Thanksgiving (made up on the Monday proceeding the holiday.) 

Attendance: Regular attendance is expected and encouraged in order to gain the maximum 
benefit from lessons. Your tuition reserves your time slot. Just like a swimming class or sports 
activity, no make up lessons or credits are given for lessons missed by the student. Because I 

• 30 minute 
lessons are 
$140/month 

$1400/year or $700/

semester

45 minute 
lessons are 
$210/month 

$2100/year or $1050/

semester

• 60 minute 
lessons are 
$270/month 

$2700/year or $1350/

semester

A la carte lessons 
are $90/hour

September 
5-12, 2019

November 20, 
2019 (Makeup 
on November 
25) 

December 22, 
2019 - January 
4, 2020

April 21-23, 
2020

October 31 
(makeup on 
October 28)

December 22, 
2019 - January 
4, 2020

February 
18-20, 2020

June 30- July 5, 
2020



understand that things do come up, I will put together a swap list for those interested in 
organizing a swap with another student. Please take a few minutes to read over the following 
article which explains why I institute a strict no-makeup policy. http://ottawasuzukistrings.ca/
makeuplessons/  

SWAP LIST SIGN_UP: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduJSs6KY1zlfL1a7qfXKRXy-MzAjN2vTcKFa9Vj7vgTtn3PQ/viewform 

Skype/Facetime lessons during your scheduled lesson time are available as an alternative to 
missing a lesson. This can be a great solution for mild illness, transportation issues, snow, 
etc. Please email me to arrange, if needed. 

If I cancel any lessons beyond four already accounted for in the academic year, the appropriate 
percentage of the monthly tuition rate will be refunded. 

Illness: If you/your child is sick enough to stay home from work/school, please do not come in 
for the lesson.  

Equipment: For piano lessons, a piano or a digital keyboard with full-sized keys is required to 
make progress. I encourage each family to purchase or rent a piano if possible, as nothing can 
take the place of its touch and sound. A metronome or metronome app is also necessary for all 
students. 

Taking a Break/Terminating Lessons:  If you wish to end or pause lessons for any reason one 
month’s paid notice (in writing, via email) is required. 

Thank you for abiding by these policies to help your lessons be the most productive and 
efficient! I’m looking forward to a great year!

http://ottawasuzukistrings.ca/makeuplessons/
http://ottawasuzukistrings.ca/makeuplessons/



